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Patent information and 
universities 
 •  What is a patent? •  What information is in a patent application? 
•  Past patent publications – accessible but not useful 
•  New ways to use patent information – patent analytics 
•  Universities and patent analytics – a snapshot 
•  The proposed national patent analytics pilot 
•  Newly-available free tools to measure impact 
•  Plans to expand those tools 
IP Australia 
•  Grants Patents, Trademarks, Designs and Plant Breeder 
Rights 
•  Patents 
–  25,000 applications a year 
–  “Accepted” if novel, inventive and useful 
–  Acceptance advertised 
–  Grant can be “opposed” – hearing to resolve 
•  What is a patent? 
–  Government-granted right to exclude others from 
exploiting your invention, for a specific time period 
–  In return, the patent applicant must fully disclose their 
invention 
 
•  Policy focus for patents: 
–  Creates secure environment for investment in innovation 
–  Encourages disclosure which supports follow-on 
innovation and knowledge transfer 
Patent information 
Hidden value of patent information 
•  Rich source of information 
about technological 
developments, including: 
–  Full	  disclosure	  of	  
inven/ons	  
–  Possible	  applica/ons	  of	  
inven/ons	  
•  Internationally classified  
•  Standard document 
structure 
Abstract 
Claims 
Specification 
Assist in presenting 
business case to the 
management and 
potential funders 
Technology 
Transfer 
Office  
Make informed 
decisions on the 
direction of future 
R&D activities 
? ? 
? 
? 
Get a big-picture view of 
an existing technology 
landscape 
Benefits of Patent Analytics 
Determine early stage 
research funding 
Identify opportunities 
for licensing and 
research collaboration 
Decrease risks 
associated with R&D 
project selection 
Patent mining software 
TotalPatentTM 
PatBase 
Dialog  
QPAT, Orbit.com 
STN International, CAS 
DWPI, Thomson Innovation 
Academic patenting activity 
Patent Technologies 
Iden%fying	  licensees	  and	  collaborators	  
Unlocking	  the	  value	  of	  patent	  informa%on	  
OPTICS is the patenting 
area of the highest 
density and therefore 
most specific activity 
There is also a peak of 
high patenting within 
ANTENNA 
TECHNOLOGY, 
particularly from the non-
group of eight 
universities. 
Some MEDICAL DEVICE 
or instrumentation 
technologies that occur 
commonly, including 
endoscope design and 
MRI. These technologies 
cross over between 
biotechnology and 
engineering. 
   
•  Encourage collaboration 
between universities, public 
research organisations and 
industry through 
•  Providing patent analytics 
software, related advice and 
training to 
•  University technology transfer 
offices, CSIRO and DIISR 
National patent analytics pilot 
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Intellectual Property Life Cycle 
•  Competitive 
landscaping and 
technology 
assessment 
•  Collaborate with 
peers 
•  Invention disclosure 
and tracking 
•  Determine filing strategy 
•  Clearance/freedom-to-
operate research 
•  Application development 
•  Office actions and 
responses 
•  Translate IP assets 
into products 
•  Licensing strategy 
 development 
•  Licensing portfolio 
management 
•  Portfolio 
maintenance strategy 
•  Maintenance 
decisions/payments 
•  Monitor industry/ 
technology trends 
•  Determine portfolio 
divestiture strategy 
•  Infringement  
monitoring 
•  Litigation support 
•  Dispute management 
•  Validity and 
opposition research 
Research  
& 
Innovation 
FOR	  INTERNAL	  USE	  ONLY	  
Licensing 
  &  
Commercialisation 
Areas to be addressed by the national patent 
analytics trial 
•  Helps technology transfer offices 
to find prospective licensees, 
collaborators and research 
partners 
•  Decreases the risks associated 
with R&D projects selection 
•  Provides insights for informed 
science policy making  
•  Increases the benefits 
obtained from public 
research! 
Summary  
•  a comprehensive, online Australian patent search tool  
•  enables customers to explore the vast information residing 
in the Australian patent collection 
•  enables all Australians to derive maximum value from our 
IP system through effective information services  
•  improves access to Government information 
AusPat metadata 
•  established to convert published AU 
patent specifications, dating from 
1904 to 2008  
•  has enabled access to drawings, 
claims, abstract and descriptions  
•  means that all information is 
available in a text searchable PDF 
format 
The Patents Specification 
Backcapture Project 
eDossier 
New eDossier 
functionality 
•  customers can view a suite of documents relating to 
the prosecution of patent applications dating back to 
2006 
•  customers can select and retrieve multiple 
documents and download into a single bookmarked 
PDF 
•  documents can be viewed, saved and / or printed 
Anyone with access to the internet can: 
•  view documents free of charge 
•  search for patents currently in the market 
•  see what their competitors are doing and 
revealing 
•  check if they are infringing on an existing patent 
•  save searches to maintain a watching brief on 
an entity area or activity 
What does AusPat mean for 
IP Australia’s customers? 
 
•  212 hits a day has increased to an average of 4801 
each day 
•  Since 2008 there have been 6.8 million searches 
from 140 countries conducted within AusPat 
•  Significant resource efficiencies have been gained 
for both customers and IP Australia 
A step in the right direction 
 
What do our customers think? 
“AusPat has many good things going for it, and  
IP Australia has taken great steps to get it to this 
level of capability, and as such it should form part 
of every searcher’s set of patent information tools” 
 
“AusPat enables us to conduct certain patent 
searches in minutes that previously took hours” 
 
“Out of all the databases available globally I think 
this is the most informative site” 
 
Customer Data Management 
By implementing a customer data management 
system IP Australia aims to: 
 
•  achieve a single source of truth for customer 
 information 
•  enable more efficient and targeted communication 
 and reporting 
•  make readily accessible a customer-centric view of IP 
rights  
Conclusion 
•  The patent system contains a vast amount of 
information 
•  Universities can use that information to increase 
research impact – identify research gaps, potential 
partners, etc 
•  Universities can also use the information to better 
measure their existing impact  
•  There are proprietary tools that can be trialled for these 
purposes 
•  IP Australia offers some useful tools which are free. 
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